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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 



Office of Factory Inspectors, 

Providence, E. I., January Isfc, 1896. 

To His Excellency Charles Warren Lippitt, 

Governor State of Rhode Island, 

Governor : — In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 1278, 
Public Laws, I have the honor to submit to you, and through you 
to the General Assembly, my second annual report of duties per- 
formed as inspector of factories, workshops and mercantile estab- 
lishments, from January 1st, 1895, to January 1st, 1896. 

Very respectfully your obedient servant, 

ELISHA H. EOCKWELL, 

Factory Inspector. 
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INSPECTIONS. 

Whole number of inspections made by me during the past year 
ending December 31st, 1895, was two hundred and ninety-three 
(293), which does not include extra or additional inspections, 
classified in following tabular statement. 

Whole number of cotton, woolen, worsted goods, cotton and wool 
yarns, cotton battings and wadding manufacturing establish- 
ments in the State was one hundred and eighty (180). There 
was found employed in the one hundred and eighty mills as 
follows : 

Whole number of males, 16 years and over 18,622 

of females, 16 years and over 16,433 

" of boys, 12 years and under 16. . 1,929 

of girls, 12 years and under 16. . 1,681—38,665 



(( it 



Number of bleaching, dyeing and printing establishments inspec- 
ted, eighteen (18), employing, viz: 

Whole number of males, 16 years and over 3,754 

" of females, 16 years and over 723 

of boys, 12 years and under 16. . . . 182 

of girls, 12' years and under 16 27—4,686 



(C (( 



Number of braiding, hosiery, lacings, tapes, fish lines, and elastic 
knitting establishments inspected, twenty-two (22), employ- 
ing, viz : 
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Whole number of males, 16 years and over 689 

" of females, 16 years and over 2,078 

of boys, 12 years and under 16 , . . , 77 

of girls, 12 years and under 16 98—2,942 






Number of card-board, fire hose, perforated pads, brushes, and 
mill supplies establishments inspected, five (5), employing, 
viz : 

Whole number of males, 16 years and over 132 

of females, 16 years and over 101 

of boys, 12 years and under 16 6 

of girls, 12 years and under 16. . . . 11 — 250 



(( (( 



(( (( 



(( (( 



Number of sterliog silverware establishments inspected, two (2), 
employing, viz : 

Whole number of males, 16 years and over 1,252 

of females, 16 years and over 45 — 1,297 

of boys and girls, none. 



it i( 



Number of screw, nuts and bolt establishments inspected, four (4), 
employing, viz : 

Whole number of males, 16 years and over 975 

of females, 16 years and over. 590 

of boys, 12 years and under 16 15 

of girls, 12 years and under 16 19 — 1,599 



(( it 



(< (( 



(( (( 



Number of electrical and insulated wire, card clothing, and bicycle 
tire establishments inspected, five (5), employing, viz : 

Whole number of males, 16 years and over 396 

of females, 16 years and over 267 

of boys, 12 years and under 16 15 

of girls, 12 years and under 16 26 — 704 
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Number of rubber clothing, boot and shoe, and druggists' sup- 
plies establishments inspected, six (6), employing, viz : 
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Whole number of males, 16 years and over 1,682 

of females, 16 years and over 1,443 

of boys, 12 years and under 16 41 

of girls, 12 years and under 16 ... . 43—3,209 



(( (C 



Number of laundries, and hats, caps and shirt establishments in- 
spected, five (5), employing, viz : 

Whole number of males, 16 years and over 116 

of females, 16 years and over 116 

of boys, 15 years old 1 — 233 



{( (C 



Number of paper box and cigar establishments inspected, five (5), 
employing, viz : 

Whole number of males, 16 years and over 60 

of females, 16 years and over 214 

" of boys, 

of girls, 15 years old 1 — 275 



(C 



Number of silk elastics, webbings, ribbons, velvets, and plush es- 
tablishments inspected, six (6), employing, viz : 

Whole number of males, 16 years and over 245 

of females, 16 years and over 444 

of boys, 12 years and under 16 1 

" of girls, 12 years and under 16 31 — 721 
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Number of spool cotton and thread establishments inspected, 
seven (7), employing, viz : 

Whole number of males, 16 years and over 758 

of females, 16 years and over 1,448 

of boys, 12 years and under 16 76 

of girls, 12 years and under 16 60—2,342 
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Number of dry goods, millinery, and clothing establishments in- 
spected, eight (8), employing^ viss ; 
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Whole number of males, 16 years and over 598 

of females, 16 years and over 555 

of boys, 12 years and under 16 68 

of girls, 12 years and under 16 4 — 1,225 



(C (i 



Number of mohair yarn and hair-cloth establishments inspected, 
two (2), employing, viz : 

Whole number of males, 16 years and over 115 

" of females, 16 years and over 379 

of boys, 15 years old 1 

of girls, 12 years and under 16 15 — 510 



(C 

(( tt 



Number of bread preparation, acid phosphate, soaps and soapine 
establishments inspected, three (3), employing, viz : 

Whole number of males, 16 years and over 286 

of females, 16 years and over 76 

of boys, 12 years and under 16 14 

of girls, 12 years and under 16 , . . . 20— 396 









(( 



V* 

^otal number of employees 60,200 



Number of jewelers, jewelers' supplies, and pearl button estab- 
lishments inspected, fifteen (15), employing, viz : 

Whole number of males, 16 years and over 633 

of females, 16 years and over 513 

of boys, 12 years and under 16 

of girls, 12 years and under 16 — 1,146 

Whole Numher of Employees. 

The number employed in the two hundred and ninety-three (293) 
establishments is found to be as follows : 

Number of males, 16 years and over 30,313 

of females, 16 years and over 25,425 

of boys, 12 years and under 16 2,426 ^ *\ 

of girls, 12 years and under 16 2,036 
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EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN. 

The inspections for 1895 show very gratifying results as regards 
employment of children in the various manufacturing establish- 
ments, of twelve years of age (12) and under sixteen years (16),* 
as compared with inspections made from June 15th, 1894, to Jan- 
uary 1st, 1895, by the State inspectors. The total number of chil- 
dren employed in all establishments inspected in the whole State 
in the six months of 1894 was found to be as follows : Boys 
under sixteen years (16), 2,980; girls under sixteen (16), 2,237; 
total, 5,217, as given in the first annual report. 

In the second annual report for the year 1895, for inspections 
covering the whole State from January 1st, 1895, to December 31st, 
1895, the number of children employed under sixteen years (16) 
in the various establishments result as follows : number of boys 
under sixteen (16), 2,426 ; number of girls under sixteen (16), 2,036 ; 
total, 4,462, — showing a decrease in the employment of children 
for the year 1895 of 755 ; and the inspectors feel greatly encouraged 
in the belief that for the year 1896 there will be a continued de- 
crease in the employment of children under sixteen years of age. 

RECOMMENDATION. 

It is my belief that Chapter 1278 of the Public Laws of Ehode 
Island regulating the employment of children should receive at- 
tention, and said Act amended fixing the age limit in which chil- 
dren may be lawfully employed in any manufacturing or mer- 
cantile establishment at thirteen years instead of twelve (12) as 
the law now reads. There are several manufacturing establish- 
ments in the State who have adopted a system of not employing 
any person, male or female, under the age of sixteen years (16) 
and the proprietors of such establishments are becoming satisfied 
that older employes are really the most profitable as they accom- 
plish more and better work. 



/ ^ 
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The pareDts of large families in very many instances have not 
the slightest regard for the welfare or comfort of their children, 
no desire, apparently, that they receive an education or make an 
effort to place them in school, but will resort to fraudulent state- 
ments regarding the ages of their children, and deceive the pro- 
prietors or superintendent of manufacturing establishments where 
they desire to obtain employment for them, and give the ages 
from one to three years older than they are. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY. 

The temperature in cotton manufacturing establishments has 
been noted in some departments of weaving, spinning and slasher 
rooms to be from eighty to ninety degrees, made necessary to ac- 
complish the work in a perfect manner. 

In woolen mills the temperature ranges from seventy-two to 
seventy-eight degrees. Many improvements have been made in 
protecting machinery where considered to be dangerous, devices 
for protecting gears, properly boxing driving belts, etc., for the 
protection of the employes. 

SANITARY CONDITIONS AND VENTILATION. 

The past year of inspection has been notable for the improved 
conditions of sanitary and ventilation arrangements in various 
departments of manufacturing, putting in new water closets, re- 
modeling others that required improved conditions, and made as 
cleanly as practicable, complying with recommendations where 
made by the inspectors to the proprietors. The indifference on 
the part of the operatives, both male and female, in regard to 
cleanliness in the toilet-rooms is very deplorable, with a large 
number of employes and apparently not caring to second the ef- 
forts of the proprietors, who give much attention in trying to have 
good and respectable appointments for the employes. The sani- 
tary conditions have been much improved in very many cases, as 
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also has ventilation which has received the attention of the pro- 
prietors. 

Ehode Island has not been backward in legislating for improv- 
ing the condition of the wage earning portion of its population, 
upon whom the production of wealth much depends in operating 
the many manufacturing establishments in the State, which are 
more extensive than in any other State of the Union in propor- 
tion to her population. 

The Factory Inspection Act, Chapter 1278 of Public Laws of 
Bhode Island has met with recognition of its justice by all manu- 
facturers in the State. 

Ehode Island, before the act was passed had improved modem 
mills, and is the standard which others can emulate, if the spirit 
of improvement is properly exercised. The natural coifsequence 
would result in a decrease of the great contrast between the best 
conditions of modern and well-regulated establishments and those 
of the poorest in the State, and from year to year improvements 
would be secured that would be a source of great gratifaction to 
the Factory Inspectors. 

ELEVATORS. 

The openings of elevator wells have received much attention by 
proprietors of establishments where elevators are in use. In 
many cases new and the latest improved elevators, with automatic 
closing platforms and gates have been placed in position for use, 
with safeguards for the protection of employes, with printed rules 
and regulations posted at each elevator entrance in each story of 
the establishment. 

ACCIDENTS. 

The law. Chapter 1278, requiring written notice to be sent to the 
Factory Inspectors, by the owner or the superintendent, of all the 
accidents occurring in manufacturing and mercantile establish- 
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ments, has been complied with in ninety (90) instances, from vari- 
ous localities in the State during the year 1895. Some of the ac- 
cidents were slight, others quite serious, and six (6) proving fatal. 
A report in detail is submitted with the annual report herewith. 

BespectfuUy submitted, 

ELISHA H. ROCKWELL, 

factory Inspector, /State of Rhode Inland. 
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SECOND Annual report 



OF 



iDspectioos of Factories, Mercantile EstablislUDents and Workshops, 



FOB THE 



Teae ending December 318t, 1895. 



FANNY PUKDT PALMEE, Factory Inspector. 



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 



Office of Factory Inspectors, 

Providence, E. I., January 1st, 1896. 

To His Excellency Charles Warren Lippitt, 

Governor of the State of Rhode Island, 

Sir : — In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 1278, Public 
Laws, I have the honor to transmit to you, and through you to 
the General Assembly, my second annual report as inspector of 
factories, workshops and mercantile establishments, for the year 
ending December 31st, 1895. 

Yours, respectfully, 

FANNY PUEDY PALMEE, 

Factory Inspector. 



REPORT. 



INTRODUCTORY. 

Laws providing for the inspection of factories and workshops 
are the latest expression of the modern sentiment otherwise em- 
bodied in various legal provisions for securing the well-being of 
the members of a community. 

The early efforts of civilization were for the mere security of life, 
the latest are for its amelioration. Factory inspection laws are 
therefore neither an innovation nor an aggression, but only an 
extension of such interference on the part of the State for the 
advantage of the whole community as marked the beginning and 
has characterized the advance of social life. Similar in kind are 
the laws for restricting the speed of street vehicles, for the official 
inspection of buildings and of the milk offered for sale, for the 
compulsory education of children, for the abolition of the stove in 
the railway car, for providing adequate means of exit from theatre 
and hotel, etc., etc. These laws are admittedly beneficial, and it 
is probable that factory inspection laws are even more necessary 
than such as have been named. Life in the factory, unlike that 
of the railroad train, the school, or the hotel, is secluded from 
public view and guarded from chance criticism. The great gates 
of the mill open for the entrance and exit of those who people the 
little world within, and for these alone ; and it is an accepted fact 
that a measure of publicity in the transaction of affairs is salutary 
whether for nations, corporations or individuals. 

It is owing to the recognition of these and other circumstances 
connected with factory life that legislators in France, England, 
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Province of Ontario, and all of the great manufacturing States of 
this country, have in their wisdom enacted laws for the official 
inspection of factories and workshops. England, the first to enact 
factory laws, has this year placed additional and stringent factory 
legislation upon her statute-book. It is to be noted that neither 
in England nor in Massachusetts, where the most comprehensive 
laws in the interest of the factory operatives are in force, has there 
been any diminution of the prosperity resulting from manufactur- 
ing industries, although the object of these laws is to decrease the 
hours of labor, to limit the employment of children, to prevent 
over-crowding, to require the licensing of engineers, the disuse of 
unguarded machinery, the introduction of improved water-closets 
and privies, the minimizing of dust arising from manufacturing 
processes, the control of temperature — with other details usually 
involving inconvenience and expense to the employer. 

Ehode Island, running more spindles in proportion to her popu- 
lation than any other State in the Union, has naturally not been 
backward in legislating for improving the condition of those upon 
whom the production of her wealth so largely depends, and the 
Factory and Workshop Inspection Act adopted by the General 
Assembly in April, 1894, has met with a general recognition of its 
justice and expediency. 

There were, indeed, improved modern mills in Rhode Island 
when the Act went into effect in the month of June subsequent to 
its passage, and these have become the standard to which most 
others are in greater or less degree gradually conforming. 

There is a wide contrast between the best conditions of factory 
life and the worst. The best cannot be reached in all cases, but 
where there is an effort toward and a spirit of improvement the 
inspector must be satisfied to procure the needed alterations one 
by one. 

NUMBER OF INSPECTIONS. 

During the year ending December 31st, 1895, 1 have inspected 
288 establishments, as follows : 
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In Bristol 3 

Burrillville 16 

Central Falls 11 

Coventry 6 

Cranston 2 

Cumberland 6 

** East Providence 2 

East Greenwich 4 

Hopkinton 12 

Johnston 2 

Lincoln 6 

North Smithfield 4 

North Tiverton 2 

" North Kingstown 10 

" North Scituate 1 

" North Providence 4 

** Newport . 4 

** Providence 78 

" Pawtucket. 48 

" Richmond .' 2 

•* Smithfield 7 

" South Scituate 8 

" South Kingstown 2 

** Warren 2 

" Warwick 18 

Woonsocket 23 

Westerly] 5 
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Total 288 

These two hundred and eighty-eight establishments include all 
the cotton, woolen and worsted mills, dye-houses and bleach eries, 
rubber works and wire works in the State, together with jewelry 
and silverware manufactories, mercantile houses, steam laundries 
and some miscellaneous establishments in which boxes, brushes, 
candy, cigars, clothing, etc., are made. The inspection of small 
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workshops is important. Sanitary and safety precautions are 
quite likely to be disregarded in such places ; and sometimes the 
proprietor, if not an owner of the premises, admits no responsi- 
bility as to the condition of his shop. 

Provisions for the safety and sanitary welfare of the help may 
be reported as excellent in a few of the mills. In the majority 
more or less changes are to be desired. 

NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES. 

In the two hundred and eighty-eight establishments which I 
have inspected, there were found employed, when visited, as fol- 
lows : 

Males of sixteen years of age and over 27,645 

Females of sixteen years of age and over 23,663 

Whole number of adults 51,308 

Males under sixteen years of age 2,468 

Females under sixteen years of age 2,016 

Whole number of children 4,484 

The number of children reported employed in 

1894 is 5,217 

There is, therefore, this year, a decrease in the number of em- 
ployees under sixteen years of age of seven hundred and thirty- 
three (733). 

This is perhaps the most gratifying statement to be made in the 
report of the operation of the factory inspection law during the. 
past year. 

CHILD-LABOR. 

The decrease in the number of children employed has been 
readily detected in a number of establishments. In one cotton 
mill employing about 350 hands there were found in December, 
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1894, twenty-two boys and seven girls under sixteen years of age. 
In December, 1895, there was in this mill but one employee under 
sixteen — a well-grown boy of nearly that age. In another estab- 
lishment employing 270 hands, there were in 1894 fourteen boys 
and one girl. In 1895 there were none employed under the age 
of sixteen. Many similar cases might be cited. At the same time 
it remains to be said that in several of the cotton and worsted 
mills of this State there are scores of puny, ignorant children — 
who, if working in places exposed to public view, would evoke a 
protest from the passer by. Not only the ignorance and physical 
degeneracy of this class entitles them to attention, but also the 
fact that they represent a distinctly foreign element, whose tastes 
and ideas are incongruous with our American standards. 

One may walk, during the noon hour, through some of the mill 
villages of Rhode Island, meeting hundreds of chattering young 
people on their way to and from work and school, without hearing 
a word of English spoken. Sections of this State are given over 
to the foreigner, and those whose business lies in and among the 
mills cannot fail to be impressed with the importance of education 
in English speech for the children who are to become American 
citizens. 

Several causes are to be reckoned with in shaping effort for de- 
creasing the amount of child-labor in Bhode Island. One cause 
for the employment of young children is the short-sighted greed 
or hopeless poverty of the parents, who regard their children as 
capital, and do not hesitate to falsify regarding their ages in order 
to secure their employment. Cases have occurred where fathers 
have signed statements that their children had reached the age of 
twelve years, which the mothers when questioned would not 
corroborate. Ordinarily both parents are resentful when reference 
to the birth or baptism record of the children discloses the fact 
that they are under age for legal employment. The children 
themselves are usually averse to attending school. They have 
been found secreted in the mills during the inspector's visit, and 
they are commonly glad to escape the observation of the inspector 
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SO far as practicable. The prices paid for spinning — the work afc 
which children are mostly employed — are low, as compared with 
the wages of other forms of textile work. This necessarily deters 
adults from accepting employment in the spinning room, and 
creates the brisk demand which exists in some quarters for child- 
labor. 

To bring the regulation of child-labor fully within the control 
of the State, some further legislation is doubtless necessary, and 
I would respectfully recommend to this honorable body such 
amendments to Chapter 1278, Public Laws, as shall prevent the 
labor of children in manufacturing or mercantile establishments 
during the time that the public schools are in session, unless they 
present conclusive evidence of having reached the age-limit fixed 
by law, or of possessing elements of an education equivalent to 
those ordinarily acquired during seven years of school attendance, 
or of such special circumstances as render their employment tem- 
porarily necessary in the opinion of a disinterested judge. 

The term " employed," as used in the present law, does not, in 
the opinion of many employers, apply to those children who are 
at work as "learners," and who are not yet upon the pay-roll. In 
order to bring such children under the law for regulating child- 
labor, (Chapter 1278, Public Laws), I would respectfully recom- 
mend the substitution of some more explicit term for the present 
word " employed," in Section 1. 

ACCIDENTS. 

In compliance with Section 7, Chapter 1278, Public Laws, I 
have to report that during the year ninety (90) accidents occurring 
in the mills have been reported at this oflBce. This list, as it is 
submitted in tabulated form, is believed to be tolerably complete. 
The issuance of blank forms for accident reports, to the mills, by 
the Factory Inspectors, in September last, has been a means of 
securing more satisfactory acounta of accidents than were received 
prior to that time. It is yet too soon to demonstrate that factory 
inspection has been a means of lessening the number of accidents 
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in this State. But, it would seem that such is and must be the 
case. Employers are generally anxious to use means for lessen- 
ing the rist. of accident even when they are protected from claims 
for damages by insurance in Employers Liability Insurance Com- 
panies. And the factory inspector who inevitably draws compari- 
sons between the well-protected and the illy-protected establish- 
ment, is often in a position to make suggestions for the better 
protection of the employees at their work. Beference to my 
tables will show sixty-nine (69) recommendations made for lessen- 
ing risk of accidents. 

Machinery is relentless and those whose labor is inseparable 
from it should be furnished with every safeguard against harm. 

The accidents reported are divided as follows : To men, sixty- 
five (65) ; to women, thirteen (13) ; to boys, nine (9) ; to girls, three 
(3). Total of accidents, ninety (90). Many of these were slight 
and followed by complete recovery. Others involved loss of mem- 
bers, six resulted in death, the victims being all men. 

HOURS OF LABOR. 

The Factory Inspector is required by the act to report the 
number of hours labor performed by the help in the establish- 
ments inspected. No authority is conferred upon the inspector to 
enforce the law limiting the employment of women and minors to 
sixty hours per week. I have to report that I have found the 
sixty hour law conformed to in nearly all of the establishments 
inspected. Exceptional occasions arise where the exigencies of 
business seem to necessitate its temporary violation. Women and 
minors are never, so far as I can ascertain, required to work over 
the prescribed time, but it is left optional with them. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

During the year I have made one hundred and forty-three (143) 
recommendations of various sorts, all of which are mentioned in 
detail in my tabulated report. These recommendations have been 
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made verbally, on the spot. Where the changes advised have 
been ordered by the proprietor or superintendent in my hearing, 
or found on subsequent visits to have been accomplished, I have 
reported the recommendation as complied with. Where time has 
not yet permitted me to ascertain the result, the column is left 
open for future record. In no case has compliance been refused. 
In a few cases doubt as to the expediency of the proposed 
improvement has been expressed. In most cases compliance 
has been cheerfully granted. Many times the reply to my sug- 
gestion has been, " That is a good idea ; we'll have it done " ; or, 
" We know it should be done ; we've been waiting to get around to 
it." In this way a large number of improvements have been 
brought about. 

In 1894, forty-four (44) recommendations were made. These 
were found in nearly every case to have been complied with during 
the interval between the inspections of that year and those of 1895. 

Nearly half of this year's recommendations were for the guard- 
ing of machinery, belting and elevators, or for providing additional 
means of egress in case of fire from certain rooms in the estab- 
lishment. In many cases safeguards for machinery, etc., are 
originally provided, but when removed for alterations or repairs 
are not replaced until ordered by the Inspector. 

The recommendations which have encountered the most re- 
sistance and delay in compliance, have been those applying to the 
regulation of child-labor in accordance with law. 

A number of recommendations have been made for cleaning 
water closets and for whitening walls. 

Mere cleanliness in a mill is a matter of considerable expense. 
Where the walls are frequently whitened, and floors and closets 
regularly scrubbed, the influence of better surroundings is plainly 
reflected by the help. That these are sometimes careless and un- 
clean is not to be denied. They are nevertheless entitled to such 
surroundings as make for health, safety and propriety. On one 
occasion, having to complain of the condition of a water closet in 
a large and prosperous establishment, an investigation was under- 



REPORT OF FACTORY INSPECTORS. 53 

taken to fix the responsibility for the uncleanly condition. This 
responsibility being handed down from one under-boss to another 
was finally found to rest upon a forlorn little girl, barely twelve 
years old, who had been remiss in one of the various " chores " 
required of her. In contrast to this is the custom, in some mills, 
of employing a regular scrub-woman, whose labors give a differ- 
ent aspect to the mill interior, attracting thereby the more intelli- 
gent and self-respecting operatives, and furnishing to the less 
intelligent an example which cannot be without its influence. 

On the whole, considerable encouragement is felt as to the 
progress of improvement under the law. Testimony has been re- 
ceived from the help as to better and more comfortable conditions 
in workshop and factory. The number of children employed has 
decreased about twenty per cent. — still leaving, however, about 
eight per cent, of child-labor in Rhode Island — a relatively high 
percentage. 

Nearly sixty thousand persons, of whom but little less than one- 
half are women and children, are operating the machinery of those 
manufactories in this State wherein both male and female help are 
employed. Orders for changes for the benefit of this important 
class have not been given simply because the law conferred au- 
thority, but from the conviction that loss of life and limb might 
be avoided, health and morals protected, and the civilizing in- 
fluence of education extended as the result of factory inspection 
and its accompanying criticism of defective conditions. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FANNY PURDT PALMER, 

Factory Inspector for State of Rhode Island. 
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CHAPTER 68. 
OF FACTOKY INSPECTION. 

Section 1. No child under twelve years of ag*e shall be children under 

twelve years of 

employed in any factory, manufacturing or mercantile estab- I^^qj^ ^ 
lishment, within this state. It shall be the duty of every ^^^• 
person, firm or corporation employing children, to keep a Register of 

^ ^ 1- .7 to > t- Children under 

register in which shall be recorded the name, birthplace, age f^!f ***®°tJ®be* 
and place of residence of every person employed under the ^®p^* 
age of sixteen years ; and said register shall be produced for 
inspection on demand by either of the inspectors appointed 
under this chapter. 

Sec. 2. No person, firm or corporation employing less what deemed 
than five persons who are women or children shall be deemed ^ws chafer. 
a factory, manufacturing or mercantile establishment within 
the meaning of this chapter. 

Sec. 3. The governor shall, between the fifteenth and f^^?^^^^^^?' 
thirtieth days of June, in the year eighteen hundred ninety- term of' ©Office. 
seven, and between the fifteenth and thirtieth days of June 
in every third year thereafter, appoint two factory inspectors, 
one of whom shall be a woman, whose term of office shall be 
three years from date of their appointment and until their 
successors shall qualify. They shall at all times be subject Removal from 

^ -^ J J office, and va- 

to removal by the governor for neglect of duty or malfeas- oanoies. 
ance in the discharge of duty; and in case of removal as 
aforesaid, or of vacancies in said offices from any cause, the 
governor shall appoint successors to till such vacancies for 
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Duties of in- 
speotors. 



Expenses. 



Hoisting-shafts 
and well-holes 
to be properly 
inclosed. 



the unexpired term of said office. The said inspectors shall 
be empowered to visit and inspect, at all reasonable hours, 
and as often as practicable, the factories, workshops, and 
other establishments in the state employing women or chil- 
dren, and shall report to the general assembly of this state 
at its January session in each year, including in said report 
the names of the factories, the number of such hands em- 
ployed and the number of hours work performed each week. 
It shall also be the duty of said inspectors to enforce the pro- 
visions of this chapter, and to prosecute all violations of the 
same before any court of competent jurisdiction in the state. 
The said inspectors shall devote their whole time and atten- 
tion to the duties of their respective offices. In case of any 
conflict of authority between the said inspectors, either of 
them may apply for instructions to the governor, whose de- 
cision of the controversy, after hearing the statement of each 
inspector and making such further investigation of the cir- 
cumstances as he may deem necessary, shall be final. 

Sec. 4. All necessary expenses incurred by such inspectors 
in the discharge of their duties shall be paid from the funds 
of the state, upon the presentation of proper vouchers for the 
same approved by the governor ; Provided^ that not more 
than twelve hundred dollars shall be expended by the said 
inspectors in the aggregate in any one year. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the owner, agent or lessee 
of any such factory, manufacturing or mercantile establish- 
ment, where hoisting-shafts or well-holes are used, to cause 
the same to be properly and substantially enclosed or secured 
if, in the opinion of the inspectors, it is necessary to protect 
the life or limbs of those employed in such establishments. 
It shall be the duty of the owners, agent or lessee to provide 
or to cause to be provided such proper trap or automatic 
doors, so fastened in or at all elevator-ways as to form sub- 
stantial surfaces when closed, and so constructed as to open 
and close by action of the elevator in its passage either 
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ascending or descending, if so directed by said factory in- 
spectors or either one of them. 
Sec. 6. No minor under sixteen years of age shall be Minor under 

" ° sixteen years 

allowed to clean machinery while in motion, unless the same cfeaS^ma-'*^* *^ 
is necessary and is approved by said inspectors as not dan- fnSotlon.^"® 
ererous. All belting and gearing shall be provided with gearing to be 

° o «r, c=. guarded. 

proper safeguard. 

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the owners or superintend- 4*^ orted^with^ 
ent to report in writing to the factory inspectors all fatal ^n what time. 
accidents within forty-eight hours after their occurrence ; 
and all accidents which prevent the injured person or per- 
sons from returning to work within two weeks after the injury 
shall, within one week after the expiration of such two weeks, 
be reported in writing by the person in charge of such estab- 
lishment or place to the said inspectors, stating as fully as 
possible the cause of such accidents. 

Sec. 8. Water-closets, earth-closets or privies shall be water-oiosets 

and separate 

provided in all places where women and children are em- t^^e^^fovWed^ 
ployed, in such manner as shall, in the judgment of said g^i^*'™®'* *^^ 
inspectors, meet the demands of health and propriety. 
Separate dressing-rooms for women and girls shall be pro- 
vided in all establishments where such are deemed a neces- 
sity by said factory inspectors ; and in every manufacturing, 
mechanical or mercantile establishment in which women and 
girls are employed, there shall be provided, conveniently 
located, seats for such women and girls, and they shall be 
permitted to use them when their duties do not require their 
standing. 

Sec. 9. If the factory inspectors, or either one of them. Duties of in- 

•^ ^ ' ' spectors. 

find that the heating, lighting, ventilation or sanitary-arrange- 
ment of any shop or factory is such as to be injurious to the 
health of the persons employed therein, or that the means of 
egress in case of fire or other disaster is not sufficient, or in 
accordance with all the requirements of law, or that the belt- 
ing, shafting, gearing, elevators, drums and machinery in 
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shops and factories are located so as to be dangerous to em- 
ployees, and not suflSciently guarded, or that the vats, pans 
or structures filled with molten metal or hot liquid are not 
surrounded with proper safeguards for preventing accident 
or injury to those employed at or near them, either or both, 
shall notify the proprietor of such factory or workshop to 
make the alterations or additions necessary within ninety 
days ; and if such alterations or additions are not made within 
ninety days from the day of such notice, or within such time 
as such alterations can be made with proper diligence upon 
the part of said proprietors, said proprietors or agents shall 
be deemed guilty of violating the provisions of this chapter, 
subject, however, to the right of appeal as hereinafter pro- 
vided. 
or^Tof^tsM- ^^^' ^^' -^^y person who is aggrieved by any order of 

|'|istri?r'°" said inspectors, may appeal therefrom to the district court of 

the judicial district in which the building which is the subject 
of the order is situated, by filing his reasons of appeal within 
seven days after the date of the order appealed from, and by 
giving notice thereof to the- inspector who made the order 
within forty-eight hours after filing said reasons of appeal; 
and said court shall proceed to hear the said appeal at its 
first session after such notice shall have been given, and shall 
approve, modify or revoke said order as it may deem right, 
subject, however, to the right of a jury-trial after decision as 
prescribed in section seven of chapter two hundred thirty- 
seven. And any such decision of said court from which a 
jury-trial is not claimed shall be final and conclusive. 

fore to^havelSi ^^^' ^^' "^^^ ^^^^^ ®^**^^ provide a suitable office for the 
^^^^' use of said factory inspectors ; and said factory inspectors 

May administer shall have the power to administer oaths or affirmations in 

oaths. 

cases where persons desire to verify documents connected 
with the proper enforcement of this chapter. 
Penalty for the gjjQ^ 12. Any pcrsou who kuowiugly violates any of the 
fSs'chapter.^ provisions of this chapter, or who knowingly suffers or per- 
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mits any child or woman to be employed in violation of its 
provisions, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on 
conviction shall be punished by a fine of not more than five 
hundred dollars. 

Sec. 13. A printed copy of this chapter shall be posted ^^twfohaptl?, 
by the inspectors in each work-room of every factory, manu- where^*** * 
facturing or mercantile establishment where persons are em- 
ployed who are aflfected by the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 14. The inspectors created by section three of this JJt^r?qSfred7o 
chapter shall not be required to give surety nor personal ^efor^c^ts. 
recognizance for costs. 
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